
Curriculum Overview for Year 4 – Term 2 2022 

 
Reading  
Books:  

● The Abominables 

● The frozen sea 

● The titanic lost and saved 

● Titanic – the disaster that 

shocked the world 

Skills 
● Read further exception 

words, noting the unusual 

correspondences 

between spelling and 

sound, and where these 

occur in the word 

● Using dictionaries to 

check the meaning of 

words that they have read 

● Increasing their familiarity 

with a wide range of 

books, including fairy 

stories, myths and 

legends, and retelling 

some of these orally 

● Understand what they 

read, in books they can 

read independently, by: 

● Checking that the text 

makes sense to them, 

discussing their 

understanding, and 

explaining the meaning of 

words in context 

● Asking questions to 

improve their 

understanding of a text 

● Drawing inferences such 

as inferring characters’ 

feelings, thoughts and 

English 
Writing 
 
Genres: 

● Diary writing 

● Letter writing 

● Instruction writing 

● Setting description 

● Calligram poems 

 

 

Composition: 
● Paragraphing 

● Sentence editing 

● Use of a dictionary 

 
Handwriting focus: 

● Joining vowels 

● Ascenders and 

descenders 

● Fluidity of writing.  

SPAG (see below for spelling 
rules) 
●  Introduce full set of well- known 

collective nouns; create new ones; 

identify and use pronouns to avoid 

repetition; discuss noun phrases in 

texts; compose expanded noun 

phrases and apply to writing 

● Compose a range of sentence 

types, punctuating appropriately; 

comment on sentence types 

during shared and guided 

reading; compose a question for 

a given statement or a response 

to a given exclamation 

● Readily identify the main clause 

and subordinate clause; 

sometimes swap their position 

within the sentence; collect a 

bank of further ‘time 

connectives’ 

● Revise spelling of regular and 

irregular past tense verb forms; 

change these from present to 

past; edit sentences which mix 

tenses; dictate sentences to 

reinforce tenses learned 

● Revise use of comma to separate 

items in a list; revise use of 

apostrophe for singular and 

regular plural nouns; introduce 

apostrophe for irregular plural 

nouns e.g. children’s 

● Collect nouns made from verbs 

using the suffixes -ation and -sion 

e.g. admiration, decision; discuss 

effective vocabulary in class text 

and poems, including alliteration 

● and simile; define words 

associated with current topics 

Art & Design 
 

 Explore animals represented by Inuits 

using simple shapes and colours 

Sketch animals that can be found in 
the Arctic  
Consider which colours to use for best 
effect, show designs using a range of 
colours (always including black and 
white) 
Use watercolours to create strong 
colours 
Use fineliners for outlining 

 
 

Computing 
 
 Identify that sound can be recorded 

Identify that an input device is needed 
to record sound 
Identify that output devices are 
needed to play audio 
Recognise that audio can be edited 
Recognise that audio can be layered so 
that multiple sounds can be played at 
the same time 

 

Record sound using a computer 
Play recorded audio 
Import audio into a project 
Delete a section of audio 
Change the volume of tracks in a 
project 

 

Modern Languages 
 

Revisit and recall colours 

Revisit classroom instructions 

Practice writing useful 

commands 

Practice asking where something 

is 

Recognise the names of places 

within a town written down 

Give simple directions and ask 

where is. 



motives from their 

actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence 

 

● Collect nouns made from verbs 

using the suffixes -ation and -sion 

e.g. admiration, decision; discuss 

effective vocabulary in class text 

and poems, including alliteration 

and simile; define words 

associated with current topics 

voice of a king / mayor / duchess, 

using formal language 

 

Mathematics 
 

● Efficient subtraction 

● Estimating answers 

● Checking strategies 

Measure: Area 
● Find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares 

Multiplication and division: 
● Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables 

up to 12 × 12 

•       Recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental calculations 
● Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1,000 

● Use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide mentally, including: multiplying by 0 and 1; 

dividing by 1; multiplying together three numbers 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Design & 
Technology 

 

●  Design and make a titanic to 

withstand hitting an iceberg. 

 

Geography 
 

 Find out about global warming and 

what we can do to control our 

environment: recycling, green energy 

Find out how rising temperatures are 
affecting our world and particularly 
polar ice caps 
Find out about melting of polar ice 
caps and rising sea levels and the 
impact on local ecosystems and the 
world 
Find out about Inuit culture 
Use maps to locate the poles and 
surrounding countries 
Look at graphs and tables to find out 
how temperatures have changed over 
the years and how this affects sea 
levels 
Find out what it is like to live on frozen 
terrain 
  

 

Science 
Compare and group solids, liquids and gases   

Investigate the effect of temperature on changing state  

History 
Study of famous polar explorers and the Inuit culture. 
Find out about the life and expeditions of famous polar 
explorers, such as Sir Ernest Shackleton as well as modern 
explorers e.g. Ranulf Fiennes . 

Physical Education 
 

●  Dance 

● Gymnastics 

Religious Education 
 

Christians believe God is Trinity: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Christians 
believe the Father creates; he sends 



Understand dissolving and diluting  

Explore evaporation and condensation  

Understand the water cycle  

Describe freezing and melting 

Identify differences, similarities or changes related to 
simple scientific ideas and processes 
Making systematic and careful observations and 
measurements 
Identifying difference, similarities or changes 
Reporting on findings from enquiries 
Describe and explain findings from an investigation 
Grouping and classifying a variety of different materials. 

 

 

Find out about the Inuit culture and what it is like to live on 
frozen terrain.  
Find out about the Titanic disaster 
Create a timeline of Shackleton’s journey to the South Pole. 
Describe a journey to the Antarctic from the point of view 
of a famous mountaineer. What are the risks? What are the 
setbacks? What motivates them to keep going? 
Compare life as an Inuit to that of our own. What did they 
eat? What did they do for fun? How did they keep warm? 

 

 

Music 
 
 

Glockenspiels: 
Learn more complex rhythm patterns.  
Revise, play and read the notes C, D, E, 
F + G. 

 
Ukulele: 

melody 
developing picking techniques 
changing between chords more 
fluidly 

the Son who saves his people; the Son 
sends the Holy Spirit to his followers.  
Jesus, the Son of God, is seen by 
Christians as revealing what God the 
Father is like.  
Understanding God is challenging; 
people spend their whole lives 
learning more and more about God.  

Christians believe the Holy Spirit is 
God’s power at work in the world and 
in their lives today, enabling them to 
follow Jesus. 

Describe some ways 
Talk about some simple ideas 
Retell a story 
Talk about issues 
Ask and suggest some good questions 
Offer ideas of their own 
Recognise some objects and suggest 
why these are important 
Identify some ways 
Describe some ways 
Collect examples 
Give an account 
Use creative ways to express their own 
ideas 

 
 

 

Spelling rules this term: 

Challenge Words  

7. Spelling Rule: The suffix ’-ation’ is added to verbs to form nouns. 

8. Spelling Rule: The suffix ’-ation’ is added to verbs to form nouns. 

9. Spelling Rule: Adding –ly to adverbs. Remembering words ending in ‘-y’ become ‘-ily’ and words 

ending in ‘–le’ become ‘–ly.’ 

10. Spelling Rule: Adding ‘-ly’ to to turn an adjective into an adverb when the final letter is ‘l.’ 

11. Spelling Rule: Word with the ’sh’ sound spelled ch. These words are French in origin. 


